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Service as first class mail on the date indicated below in an envelope 
addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 
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Signatune^of Person Mailing 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the references listed on the attached Form 
PTO-1449 are being brought to the attention of the Examiner for consideration in connection 
with the examination of the above-identified patent application. 



I. Timing of the Information Disclosure Statement: 

This Information Disclosure Statement: 

[ ] Accompanies the new patent application submitted herewith. 37 CFR 

§ 1.97(a). 

[ ] Is filed within three months after the filing date of the application or within 
three months after the date of entry of the national stage of a PCT application as set forth in 37 
CFR§ 1.491. 
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[X] As far as is known to the undersigned, is filed before the mailing date of a 
first Office Action on the merits. In the event, however, that an Office Action has crossed in the 
mail with this Information Disclosure Statement, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge Deposit Account No. 50-1 189 for any fees required pursuant to 37 CFR §§ 1.1 7(p) or 
U7(i)(l). 

[ ] Is filed after the first office action and more than three months after the 
application's filing date or PCT national stage date of entry filing but, as far as is known to the 
undersigned, prior to the mailing date of either a final rejection or a notice of allowance, 
whichever occurs first, and the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account 
No. 50-1189 (Order No. 14918-725 CON4) for the fee ($240) set forth in 37 CFR § 1.1 7(p) and 
any additional required fees. 

[ ] Is filed after the mailing date of either a final rejection or a notice of 
allowance, whichever occurred first, and is accompanied by the fee ($130) set forth in 37 CFR 
§ 1.17(i)(l) and a certification as specified in 37 CFR § 1.97(e), as checked below. This 
document is to be considered as a petition requesting consideration of the information disclosure 
statement. 

If either of the two immediately preceding paragraphs above referring to a 
certification are checked, the following "certification " under 37 CFR § 1.97(e) may need to be 
completed. The undersigned certifies that: 

[ ] Each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement 
was cited in a communication mailed from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this information disclosure 
statement. 

[ ] No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was 
cited in a communication mailed from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
or, to the knowledge of the undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any 
individual designated in 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
information disclosure statement. 

II. Copies of the Cited Items: 

[ ] Copies of all of the items listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are enclosed. 
[ ] Copies of only the following items listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are 

enclosed: 

[X] Copies of those items which are marked with an asterisk (*) in the attached 
Form PTO-1449 are not supplied because they were previously cited by or submitted to the 
Office in a prior Application No.08/226,162, filed April 1 1, 1994 (now Patent No. 5,674,984) 
and relied upon in this application for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S. C. § 120, which is a 
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cop 

divisional of 08/101,669 filed on August 2, 1993 (now abandoned), which is a continuation of 
07/834,735 filed February 13, 1992 (now abandoned), which is a divisional of 07/504,785 filed 
April 3, 1990 (now abandoned). See 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 

[ ] Copies of those items which are marked with a double asterisk (**) in the 
attached Form PTO-1449 are not supplied because they are U.S. patent application(s) and no 
copy of a U.S. patent application needs to be provided pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2)(iii). 

III. Concise Explanation of Relevance: 

[ ] A concise explanation of relevance of the items listed on Form PTO-1449 is 

not given. 

[ ] A concise explanation of relevance of [some of] the items listed on Form 
PTO-1449 is in the form of an English language copy of a Search Report from a foreign patent 
office, issued in a counterpart application, which refers to the relevant portions of the references 
[copy attached]. 

[X] A concise explanation of relevance of the items listed on form PTO-1449 is 
given for only non-English language listed item(s). Specifically, the following foreign-language 
documents are being brought to the attention of the Examiner along with a concise explanation of 
the relevance of each document, as it is presently understood by the individual designated in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(c) most knowledgeable about the content of the information in each document: 

Reference B10 has been cited in the Japanese counterpart (App. No. 
506683/1991) to the present application as relevant to Claims 19-21. 

IV. Conclusion: 

Citation of the above documents shall not be construed as: 

1 . an admission that the documents are necessarily prior art with respect to 
the instant invention; 

2. a representation that a search has been made, other than as described 

above; or 

3. an admission that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in § 1.56(b). 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner indicate consideration of the cited 
references by returning a copy of the attached form PTO 1449 with initials or other appropriate 
marks. 
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FY 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 50- 1 1 89 
for any additional fees required in connection with the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 



Please address all correspondence regarding this communication to the following 



address: 



Emily M. Haliday 

McCutchen, Doyle, Brown & Enersen, LLP 
Three Embarcadero Center 
San Francisco, California 941 1 1 
Telephone: (650)849-4910 
Facsimile: (650) 849-4800 



Dated: May 26, 2000 Respectfully submitted, 



McCutchen, Doyle, Brown & Enersen, LLP 



By: 




Carol M. Gruppi 
Registration No. 37,34 




McCutchen, Doyle, Brown & Enersen, LLP 
Three Embarcadero Center 
San Francisco, California 941 1 1 
Telephone: (650)849-4910 
Telefax: (650)849-4800 



52020150.1 

Docket No.: 14918-725 CON4 



4 



FORM PTO-1449 (Modified) 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 


SERIAL NO. 


LIST OF PATENTS AND PUBLICATIONS FOR 
APPLICANT(S)' INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 

STATEMENT 


li:i0 73:OOU1 


09/103,262 
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= W — = ■ — ! 






APPLICANT 

Phillip W. Berman et al. 


FILING DATE 
June 23, 1998 


GROUP ART UNIT 
4643- f(,t{£ 



REFERENCE DESIGNATION 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXANfR 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



Subclass 



Filing Date 
If 

Appropriate 
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A2 1 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 
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CLASS 
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yes 



no 
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B2' 



B3 1 



*8?#4* 



B4 3 



0 33 9 504 A2 



■ Europe 



OTHER ART (Include Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 




EXAMINER 



M DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or hot citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line 
through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 

Applicant(s). __============== 



(Information Disclosure Statement — Section 9 PTO-1449 (Modified) [6-1]) 
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FORM PTO-1449 (Modified) 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 


SERIAL NO. 


LIST OF PATENTS AND PUBLICATIONS FOR 
APPLICANTfSV INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 

STATEMENT 


14918-725 CON4 


09/103,262 


(Use several sheets if necessary) 








APPLICANT 

Phillip W. Berman et al. 




FILING DATE 
June 23, 1998 


GROUP ART UNIT 
1643 



REFERENCE DESIGNATION U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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DATE 
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CLASS 
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Filing Date 
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3/90 












B8* 























OTHER ART (Include Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 
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(1989). 



(1989). 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 
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through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
Applicant(s). ' 
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FORM PTO- 1449 (Modified) 
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14918-725 CON4 


09/103,262 
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Phillip W. Berman et al. 




FILING DATE 
June 23, 1998 


GROUP ART UNIT 
1643 
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EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line 
through citation if not in conformance and not considered* Include copy of this form with next communication to 
Applicant(s). ======== _— — — = 
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